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L’chvod Shabbat 

Welcome Back to School 

Hebrew Day InstituteHebrew Day InstituteHebrew Day Institute   

September 5, 2008 

Dear Parents, 
     Welcome to the 2008—2009 school year.  I am excited and look-
ing forward to the upcoming year in our new home.  A big thank you 
to all of the teachers and staff who made our relocation a reality.  
Each of you worked tirelessly in order to get the classrooms and 
building ready and all of them look wonderful.  
     Please join me in welcoming our new families, new students, and 
a new teacher, Chana Fedrick.  Marc Hall is back as President of   
Hebrew Day Institute and Edith Calem and Sue Ellen Sitton are PTO 
co-Presidents.  Please talk to them about volunteering and supporting 
our school.   
     We’ve begun using our new amazing social studies curriculum 
which complements our Language Arts program, now in its second 
year and are entering our third year of Everyday Math, Tal Am and 
our Tzedakah curriculums. There is an incredible amount of positive 
energy and excitement in all of the classrooms. 
     I spent part of the summer in Israel and brought a beautiful shofar 
back for our school. On our first day, all of us delighted in hearing 
the sounds of that shofar as we commemorated the start of a new 
school year.  Thank you to Michael Grossman, Executive Director of 
Tikvat Israel, for helping us to recognize this important moment for 
our school. 
     I look forward to seeing all of you at Back to School Night.  In the 
meantime, please check your email for teacher updates and my Friday 
letter.  If you have any questions, do not hesi-
tate to contact me at any time.    
Shabbat Shalom!  
 
Maddy 

 Dates to Remember  
 
Back to School Night 
Mark your calendars for 
Back-to-School Night on 
Thursday, September 11th, at 
7 pm.  We’ll meet in the open 
space, our Mo’Adon, on the 
second floor and then you’ll 
have a chance to visit each of 
your children’s classes and 
hear what the teachers have 
planned for the year ahead.  

Scholastic Book Fair 

Join the fun and excitement 
of our annual book fair!  Sep-
tember 8th—14th! 

School Shirts 
On Fridays, all students 
should  wear their blue He-
brew Day Institute shirts, 
with blue or khaki bottoms. 

Math Night  
Back by popular demand, we 
are hosting Math Night on 
Wednesday, September 17th 
at 7pm.  Please join us for a 
fun learning experience and 
overview of our math curricu-
lum. 

Tzedakah of the Month: 
National Gaucher    
Foundation 
Please remind your children 
to bring Tzedakah every   
Friday! 
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Scholastic Book Fair Safari 
September 8th —14th 

     The whole school is excited about our upcoming Scholastic Book Fair Safari, coming to our school 
September 8th through 14th.  An amazing selection of books is headed our way!  Good books to read 
and to give as gifts will be lurking in the shadows of the Hebrew Day Institute jungle. 

     Mark your calendar for our Klutz Build-A-Book Family Event on Tuesday, September 
9th at 6:30 pm, where the whole family can join in the fun. Please come to browse the shelves and 
have lunch with your child on Wednesday, September 10th at noon.  You can also  contrib-
ute books to your child's classroom library, look for your favorite teacher’s Wish List on the display 
at the Book Fair. 

     We also need volunteers!  It’s fun to volunteer at the Book Fair.  You can browse 
through the  offerings and see the delight on the children’s faces as they discover new 
books.  This year,  you’ll even get to wear a safari hat!  Adults and teens are needed to 
set up the fair, guide customers to their choices, and to be cashiers.  Teens are eligible 
to receive community service hours for their volunteer time.   

     Call or email Susan Meiselman at 301-871-5971 or smeiselman@gmail.com to volunteer. 

Don’t miss this chance to light up a young reader’s face with a good book.  See you at the Book Fair! 

Check out our school’s Book Fair page at http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/hdi 

“In the Tradition of Joey’s Tzedakah 
Box” Curriculum 

      

     Inspired by Joey Newhouse, graduate of Hebrew Day Institute’s class of 1986, “In the Tradi-
tion of Joey’s Tzedakah Box” curriculum is the cornerstone of our school’s Tzedakah program.  
This program has had rave reviews in the media and community for its creativity, the hands-on,     
meaningful learning opportunities afforded our students and the impact it has had in helping 
causes in the community, nationally and around the world. 

     Each month, Hebrew Day Institute selects an organization to receive the Tzedakah money        
collected during daily Tefila and our weekly Kabbalat Shabbat program.  Thank you to all of the    
families who support this mitzvah.  It is vital for us to achieve 100% participation.  Please give, 
and give as generously as you can.   

     In honor of Joey, we will donate September’s Tzedakah money to The National Gaucher Foun-
dation, an organization dedicated to supporting and promoting research towards the cause, 
treatments and a cure for Gaucher Disease. 
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Partnership for Excellence in Jewish            
Education taps Maddy for Leadership Role 

     In need of a coordinator for their Professional Development Community of 
Practice on the East Coast, The Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education 
(PEJE), in cooperation with the Mandel Center for Studies in Jewish Education at 
Brandeis University, has asked our very own Head of School to step up and take a 
leadership role.  

     “I’m honored to have been asked to coordinate this Community of Practice.  
Professional development is one of my passions and something that I’ve been com-
mitted to my entire professional career,” said Maddy.   

     PEJE is delighted to be partnering with Maddy and other school-based profes-
sionals with responsibility for the ongoing development of faculty in day schools. 
Members will address topics determined by their shared needs, interests, and con-
cerns. Their phone-based and online discussions will use protocols for sharing in-
formation, solving problems, reporting on results, and exchanging resources. Be-
tween calls, members will try out new practices back at their schools. 

     The ultimate goal of the Professional Development CoP (PD CoP) is to make day 
schools a learning community not only for students, but also for professionals.  

     “Together we will explore effective professional development strategies, as well 
as the factors that promote or hinder success,”  continued Maddy.   

     Four important assumptions will guide the  CoP. First, that the quality of 
teacher learning in a school impacts the quality of student learning. Second, an 
openness to learning and collegial respect are the hallmarks of an effective commu-
nity. Third, we build out capacity through an ongoing cycle of sharing, implement-
ing, and reflecting. Fourth, the success of our community will depend on your com-
mitment to ongoing participation. 

     “In the months to come, I will periodically update the school on the accomplish-
ments of the CoP and inform everyone on the professional development growth in 
our own school,” concluded Maddy. 
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 Pa         Parent Education 
Homework Tips 

Homework Planner  
     Encourage your child to carefully write down the assignments in his or her planner and ask the teacher 
if they don’t understand what to do. Each day sit down with your child and review the Homework Planner 
to see all the assignments. Then break the assignments into manageable ‘chunks’ or subtasks.  

     Plan a homework schedule with your child. Also, help your child plan the order in which he or she will 
complete that day’s assignments.  

     Remind your child to only take out one homework item at a time from his or her backpack. If they take 
out everything they often become overwhelmed just thinking about what there is to do. They should take 
out one thing, finish it and put it back in the backpack before getting out the next assignment’s books.  

Calendar 
     Plan long-range assignments and projects. Get a large calendar, with space for writing things in daily 
boxes. Tear off the pages and hang up the school months on the wall next to each other, if you have room. 
That way you can chart projects.  Have your child use bold color markers to put in different assignments. 
Use one color for projects and mark when each part of the project is due. Use a different color for book 
reports. Use another color for weekly spelling tests. Use another color for Hebrew assignments.  This will 
help your child see what is coming so it doesn’t get overlooked. It will also help you fit this work in with 
the daily homework.  

Location 
Establishing a consistent workspace is a critical beginning. The precise location for doing homework does 
not matter as long as it is free from distractions. For example, trying to read a chapter in the middle of the 
kitchen while a parent is making dinner and siblings are running in and out creates a recipe for failure. 

Supplies 
At the beginning of each school year, help your child create his own Homework Survival Kit with the 
necessary supplies. Children should learn to take care of the supplies in their Homework Survival Kit, and 
therefore sharing is not advisable.  

Lighting and Posture  
Use of an appropriate writing posture should be encouraged. Therefore, an appropriate size desk and chair 
are necessary. The desk should have adequate lighting. Some children enjoy reading in a different position 
such as while in a beanbag chair. Ensure that there is also adequate lighting by the beanbag.  

General Environment 
Some students find it useful to have quiet soft music playing in the background while they work. Classical 
music works well. Some need silence while working.  Some students also need a snack while they’re 
working.  

Continued on next page 
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Hebrew Day Institute 

2200-B Baltimore Road 

Rockville, MD  20851 

T:  240.399.6100 

www.hebrewdayinstitute.org 

Candle Lighting Time 

Friday, September 5th 7:14 pm 

Organization 
Here are some ideas for helping your student organize his book bag or backpack. Check the backpack 
every day, providing comments and suggestions to help maintain the organization. 

· Use different colored folders for different subjects. 

· Have a special place for papers that need to come home. 

· Have a special place for papers that will be returned to the teacher. 

· Develop a consistent routine for your child to replace homework in the appropriate spot in the 
 backpack immediately upon completing it. 

· Have a specific place for your child to place the backpack when it is ready to return to school 
 and encourage your child to use this location consistently. 

· Praise your child for following through with the routine. 

Understanding the Task 
Review the basic assignment with your child to ensure that he or she understands what is required. In 
previewing the assignment with your child, be alert to his or her understanding of vocabulary used. Mis-
interpreting vocabulary words is a frequent source of frustration for students. 

Encouragement 
Encouragement can help reduce your child’s frustration when the task becomes difficult or he becomes 
fatigued. An important component of encouragement is to support your child’s efforts to work independ-
ently and build his or her confidence in doing homework successfully.  

· Praise your child's efforts. If questions arise about the assignments, and your child asks for help, ask 
him or her questions or work through an example rather than simply providing the answer.  

· Younger children might need more help from you. Go over homework assignments with your child 
before he or she starts. You may have to do several problems or questions together, then observe 
your child doing the next one or two. And please check the completed assignments.  

· Emphasize that you have confidence in your child's ability to do the work. Encourage him or her to 
start with one small part.  Start by reading the directions. Then go step by step. 

Monitoring Time  
Using a timer can make the passage of time more concrete for children. Pick a reasonable amount of 
time for your child to complete an assignment (or a part of the assignment) and set the timer to ring after 
that time. It is useful for your child to be able to observe the passage of time, on either the timer or hour-
glass.  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



