
Hebrew Day Institute 

November 30, 2007 

tB$  dwbkl 
L’chvod Shabbat 

Upcoming Dates to 
Remember  

 
 

School Closed for  
Parent Teacher Con-
ferences 
School will be closed on 
Monday, Dec. 3rd for par-
ent teacher conferences. 
 

Tzedakah of the 
Month 
Montgomery County Coa-
lition for the Homeless 
 
Please send your children 
to school on Fridays 
wearing their blue school 
shirt.  Please remind them 
to bring their tzedakah to 
school! 
 

Hanukkah Play 
Please join us on Thurs-
day, December 6th at 2:30 
for our Hanukkah play per-
formed by the K, 1st and 
2nd graders! 

Hanukkah Choir Performances 

Our wonderful choir led by Dr. Ruth Newhouse and Dina     
Korman shined on Tuesday evening, November 27th at Ohev 
Sholom—The National Synagogue.  The feeling of Hanukkah 
was everywhere!  Our children were full of joy and ruach.  We 
look forward to our next performance!  For a complete per-
formance list, please see last page. 
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Parsha Talk  
By Rabbi Philip Pohl (a proud Hebrew Day Institute parent) 

This year Hanukkah begins on Tuesday evening, December 4, 2007.  We all know that the ma-
jor symbol during the holiday of Hanukkah is the progressive lighting of candles each evening 
at sunset.  That is the preferred time, although unlike Shabbat, it is not prohibited to light the 
Hanukkah candles later in the evening. 
 
So how do we proceed on Shabbat?  Which candles do we light first on Friday night, December 
7, Shabbat candles or Hanukkah candles?  I imagine you are saying, “That's simple Rabbi. On 
Friday night, we first light the Hanukkah candles and then kindle the candles for Shabbat.  Any 
candle lighting, even Hanukkah candle lighting, after Shabbat begins, is prohibited.”  And that 
is correct. 
 
What about the end of Shabbat?  What happens first, the ritual of Havdalah with its burning can-
dle which formally ends Shabbat, or the lighting of Hanukkah candles?  If we apply the same 
logic as we use for the beginning of Shabbat, the answer would be, first we end Shabbat with 
Havdalah and then light the Hanukkah candles.   
 
And that is correct, but only some of the time.  If you are ending the Sabbath at home, then you 
follow the above procedure - first Havdalah, then light the Hanukkah candles.  But if you hap-
pen to end Shabbat with a Ma-Ariv (Evening) minyan in shul, then the procedure (at least ac-
cording to many opinions) is actually just the opposite – first light the Hanukiah and then recite 
Havdalah. 
 
Mah Nishtanah – why the difference? 
 
The difference is because when you are in synagogue, it can be assumed that you (or at least 
some of the others present) are actually reciting Ma-Ariv (the Evening) service.  If so, then it is 
likely you will remember to include a special additional paragraph that is inserted into the Ami-
dah and recited only at the end of Shabbat and Festivals.  That paragraph begins with the phrase 
“Atah Chonantanu” and in English reads: 
  
“You graciously granted us knowledge of your Torah, teaching us to fulfill the laws You have willed.  
You set apart the sacred from the profane, even as You separated light from darkness, singled out the 
people Israel from among the nations, and distinguished Shabbat from all other days….”  
 
 Clearly, the theme and language of the above paragraph is very similar to the theme and lan-
guage of the home Havdalah prayer. And in essence, it actually serves as the prayer and moment 
which ends Shabbat.  Technically, if Shabbat wasn't already over, you would not even be per-
mitted to pick up a match, let alone strike it and light a candle. 

Continued on next page 
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Parsha Talk  
By Rabbi Philip Pohl (a proud Hebrew Day Institute parent) 

Therefore, in shul, once you have recited the extra Havdalah-like paragraph in the Amidah, you can be 
certain that Shabbat is already over.  Since it is preferable to light the Hanukkah candles immediately 
after, but as close to sunset as possible, the custom is that at the synagogue we first light the Hanukkah 
candles and then proceed with the Havdalah ritual which includes wine, spices and lighting a braided 
candle.  At home, not everyone (or anyone) might recite the Amidah and include this special Shabbat 
ending paragraph.  It is the more well-known Havdalah ritual, which ends the Sabbath for those who 
have remained in the household.  Only then do the members of the family in the household proceed to 
light the Hanukkah candles. 
 
I've always been fascinated by this difference in Halachic practice between what happens in the home 
and what happens in shul.  And, I've always admired it as well.  It seems realistic to imagine that in 
shul, when we are connected to the larger community, we will be more careful and scrupulous in our 
observance.  In shul, we are more likely to help each other be certain to perform rituals correctly.  And 
because we are more careful, there is less room for error, which means we can do things differently 
than we would at home.  In shul, the Hanukkah candle lighting can occur before the ritual Havdalah 
because it is certain that the Havdalah paragraph found in the Amida will have been recited.  But at 
home, we need to recite the ritual Havdalah first since not everyone will include that other special 
paragraph added to the Amida. 
 
How interesting and amazing - two different procedures depending upon whether you are at home or at 
shul.  Even the Halachic process recognizes the strength and insurance we all receive when we leave 
our home and join other members of the Jewish community in shul. 
Hanukah Samayach, 
Rabbi Philip Pohl 

Babysitting co-op planned for Monday, Dec. 3rd during Parent—Teacher confer-
ences.  Interested?  Contact Edith Calem at pto@hebrewdayinstitute.org or 301-963-4409. 

 

PTO Meeting on Sunday, December 9th at 9:30 am at the Starbucks in Montrose Road Shopping Center 
on Rockville Pike.  Come out to shmooze, and share coffee and conversation with other Hebrew Day 
Institute parents!  Please let Edith know if you will attend. Space is limited on a Sunday morning! 

 

Special thanks to Sue Meiselman for organizing our amazing Scholastic Book Fair!  The students and 
teachers really enjoyed visiting the Book Fair and all of the family activities were wonderful.  A great 
time was had by all!  Thank you to all the parents who volunteered at the Book Fair. 

PTO Corner 
By Edith Calem 
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Hebrew Day Institute 

1840 University Blvd., West 

Silver Spring, MD 20902 

Phone: 301-649-7870 

Candle Lighting Time 

Friday, November 30    4:29 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sunday, Dec. 2nd  3 pm       Cantor Rochelle Helzner and 
      The Robyn Helzner Trio Concert 
      Tikvat Israel Congregation 

2200 Baltimore Rd. 
     Rockville, MD 
     MUST WEAR A WHITE SHIRT 

 
 
Thursday, Dec. 6th  1 pm       Har Tzeon-JCC Senior Luncheon 
      Har Tzeon Synagogue 
      Habib Social Hall 

 
 

Thursday, Dec. 6th  6 pm          White Flint Mall 

     Lower level, in front of Bloomingdales 

 

Hanukkah Choir Performances 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



